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THE STORY Erie Ink
OF A YEAR A writing space for youth

PAGE 2-3

Mission
and Impact
An annual report uses nhumbers to tell a story; we want our
PAGE 4-5 stories to give life to the numbers. This year more than 3,000
kids in the Greater Cleveland community expressed
themselves in writing - through poems, personal essays, short
stories, ‘zines, and even book reviews. We saw young novelists
and playwrights, illustrators and spoken word poets reveal
: who they are and what they see in the world. Lake Erie Ink
Comics teachers made the space and opportunity available
Curriculum throughout 56 communities for youth to take creative risks
Spotlight and share their ideas. So the important numbers, really, are

Program
Highlights

PAGE 6

the numbers of words the kids challenged themselves to
PAGE 7 write, the numbers of syllables in the haikus composed, and
Financials the total number of 6-word stories that youth and teachers

shared about themselves.

As our story continues to develop, we are ever aware of
our audience and of our publishers, those of you who
believe in the power of writing and creative expression
to open doors and inspire learning.

Thank you for your support and enjoy reading about our
2018-19 adventure!



MISSION

Lake Erie Ink provides creative expression opportunities and academic
support to youth in the Greater Cleveland community.

PROGRAMS - BY THE NUMBERS

During the 2018-2019 fiscal year, Lake Erie Ink engaged 3,419 youth in creative expression
programming to help them explore their creativity, build critical literacy skills, expand their
community, and generate a positive habit of self-expression.

Core Programs — out-of-school time programs, which include after-school, weekend and
summer creative expression opportunities
= 54 youth served at 3 locations during the Ink Spot After-School Programs
= 103 youth engaged in 9 summer camps
= 160 teens participated in open mic nights, evening writing workshops, a comedy club,
college essay workshops and the Teen Book Project
= 182 youth participated in 9 Weekend Ink workshops exploring diverse literary genres

School and Community Programs — programs in partnership with schools and other youth-

serving entities
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A student writes a poem during an
after-school program at Wiley
Middle School

= Of the 69 programs, 65% took place in the City of
Cleveland, 20% in inner ring suburbs, 12% in outer
ring suburbs, and 3% outside of Cuyahoga County
= 2,942 youth were engaged in...

719 hours of creative

(o) expression enrichment
n__nnn during the school day
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405 hours of creative expression ﬁ Erie lnl<
A writing space for youth

enrichment during out-of-school
time

2 "I write because it gives me inspiration." - Brooklyn, 7th grade




IMPACT - BY THE What are you
NUMBERS most proud of?

Students reported...

Learning something new about writing

Feeling more confident in their writing skills
Being able to apply what they learned at LEI )
to their school work or personal writing

Youth Spotlight - De'Najh H.

De'Najh, a 7th grade home-schooled student from South
Euclid, first got involved in Lake Erie Ink following in his
brother's footsteps. His mother, Kei, said she was looking
for opportunities for her sons that were both

educational and fun. "De'Najh really likes it. He's made
friends and he really takes to the program,” she said.
Since De'Najh started participating in Lake Erie Ink
programs in 2016, his mother has seen him gain
confidence. "And not just as a writer," she says, "but as a
person too. He is much more well-spoken, especially in a
crowd. He's also learned to associate with and learn from
all different kinds of people."

De'Najh frequents Lake Erie Ink
summer camps and has begun
to participate in programs
during the school year as well.
"Lake Erie Ink gives De'Najh a
sense of freedom and
independence, and they come
up with new, creative ways to
get students interested in
writing every year.”
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"I write because it gives me a sense of accomplishment.”
- Arwen, 6th grade



PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

Writing Residency at Mary M. Bethune School
(Cleveland Metropolitan School District)

69 middle schoolers participated in a year-long
writing residency where they wrote poetry,
personal narratives, informational comics, literary
analysis and argumentative essays, exploring
themes like identity, change, choices and a hero’s
journey. Students learned revision techniques by
exploring the entire writing process and ended
with a final published work. Throughout the year,
youth were supported by John Carroll University
students who volunteered with Lake Erie Ink as
writing coaches.

"We loved having a different spin on teaching...
and my students are now not afraid of writing.
Our state teaching in writing has grown 30% in
the past four years of working with Lake Erie Ink.”
- Mary M. Bethune School Teacher

A student prepares for a revision
workshop led by Lake Erie Ink's
Education Director Cynthia Larsen

Writing Residency at John Adams College and
Career Academy (Cleveland Metropolitan School
District)

53 high school freshmen participated in a year-
long writing residency and celebrated their
accomplishments by visiting Lake Erie Ink for an
anthology release party where not only did they
read their work from the newly published
anthology, but they also listened to experienced
young adult performance poets.

What advice would you give another student
about writing?

"Try hard and write from your heart and fill
yourself with joy." -D3J, 9th grade

"Don't give up on your ideas even though

A student receives their original times get hard." -Normonte, 9th grade

work printed in a bound anthology at
the John Adams culminating ceremony

LEI celebrates National Novel Writing Month
19 young writers wrote 114,290 words at weekly writing workshops in November
during National Novel Writing Month.

"I write because | enjoy picturing someone else's life."

- Jordan, 8th grade




Teen Open Mics 2018_2019

80 teens shared their original poetry and prose in front of an audience of their
peers.

"LEl has given me many opportunities to network and perform in front of a
variety of audiences. | am grateful that | was able to share my voice with so
many others and be able to tell my stories through poetry." - Anonymous teen

Teen Book Project

Members of Lake Erie Ink’s teen editorial board worked together to identify a
theme, gather submissions of original teen writing, and compile work into a

professionally published book. Their 2019 publication - lllusions and Reality -
featured the voices of 53 youths from diverse backgrounds and communities
across Greater Cleveland

"I loved working together with people who are passionate about writing,
learning behind the scenes about publishing, and being able to share my
writing and get published in a book." - Teen Editorial Board Member

"The Lake Erie Ink Teen Book Project has given me and other poets an
opportunity to share our work and be published. PUBLISHED!! That's a priceless
experience." - Newly published teen writer

Club Create at the Cleveland Public Library
Taking place at multiple library branches, Club
Create's weekly writing workshops gave 155
youth the opportunity to participate in creative
writing projects focused on language
enrichment.

"Working with LEI gives students something
positive and productive to do after school. LEI
instructors kept students engaged and excited.
With LEI | was able to understand students'
strengths and weaknesses with writing and
reading." - CPL Jefferson Branch Librarian

What It's Like Being an Artistic 14-Year Old by Daveon W.

It's Like your mind is always aflutter, while your body isn't.

It's Like always having ideas, but you can't use them all..

A student gets an idea for the It's Llike expressing emotion through art on paper.

end of her short story
It's like enjoying the eyes of others while they glance at

your soul.

"| write because that's how | communicate when | don't want to talk." 5

- Aiyanna, 4th grade




CURRICULUM SPOTLIGHT

Last spring, 148 youth from across Greater
Cleveland gathered at Lake Erie Ink for a day-
long Kids’ Comic Con where they learned to
write and draw comics from professional writers
and artists. Lake Erie Ink knows the value comics
bring to young readers and writers beyond this
annual event and teaches comics year-round
during programming as a result.

More than doodles and punch lines, comics
teaches critical literacy skills, such as dialogue,
sequencing, narration, and character
development. The relationship between the
captions and drawings "demands that their
creator better understand the concepts they are
presenting,” says LEI Education Director Cynthia
Larsen.

Comics are accessible to all learners. Comics
can be the perfect format for kids who are
reluctant to read or write, who have learning
differences, or who are visual learners. They can
also be a critical challenge for non-visual
thinkers to clarify generalized descriptions and
focus on essential details and action.

Making comics instills life lessons in young
creators. LEI Creative Arts Teacher Nicole Rossa
explains, “Comics allows illustrators to closely
examine facial expressions and ultimately how
to read emotions in real life.”

6‘ Comics blends real world experience and
knowledge with magical thinking and humor
and makes us all better writers.”
- Cynthia Larsen, LEI Education Director

Conita

4th graders
created
informational
comics to present
what they
learned about
water biomes

A special
education class

used 5-panel
autobiographical
comics to write
"The Story of Me"

7th graders used
comics to brainstorm
incidents and their
responses in
preparation for
writing a personal
narrative about
"change"

148 youths
attended the
2019 Kids'

Comic Con

61 were

new faces

"I write because | love creating characters
and their stories." - Adelyn, 6th grade




Board of
Directors

ROBERT KOONCE, CHAIR

LISA ROSENTHAL, VICE CHAIR

ANDY TRARES, TREASURER

CICELY PHILPOT, SECRETARY

MANUEL ALVARADO

JOANIE BERGER

CHARNIECE HOLMES

ALEX LESLIE

HOLLEY MARTENS

CLAIRE MCBROOM

STACY MILLER

LESLIE MYRICK

MARY ROBERTS

DALLAS SCHUBERT

ANNETTE TUCKER
SUTHERLAND

STEPHEN WERBER

Staff Leadership

AMY ROSENBLUTH
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
JILL LEVIN
PROGRAM DIRECTOR
CYNTHIA LARSEN
EDUCATION DIRECTOR

INCOME $388,696

6% 1%

37%

B Foundations

B Program Income

M Individuals

M Government

Il Special Events
Other

15%

28%

EXPENSES  $347,978

B Personnel

B Contract Services
M Facility/Equipment
M Supplies

[ Other
62%

22%

82 cents of

s2% [l Program
12% [l Management
6% [l Fundraising

every dollar goes

directly towards

programming




AHS Foundation

Baldwin Wallace University - Jacket

Philanthropy Program
Banks-Baldwin Foundation
Bruening Foundation
Callahan Foundation

Char and Chuck Fowler Family Foundation
City of Cleveland Heights' Community
Development Block Grant Program

Cuyahoga Arts & Culture

Dan and Ellen Zelman Family Foundation

Eaton Charitable Giving Fund
Lincoln Healthcare Foundation

Matha Holden Jennings Foundation

Nord Family Foundation

Ohio Arts Council

Peggy and John Garson Family
Foundation

Samuel I. Newhouse Foundation

US Bank Foundation

William M. Weiss Foundation

Chagrin Highlands Rotary Club
Church of the Redeemer
Compass Business Services
Dominion Energy

The Fairmount Group

First Unitarian Church of Cleveland
Gertsburg Law Firm Co.
Loganberry Books

Hall of Justice, LLC

Hathaway Brown School
HomeAdvisor Cleveland

Lit Youngstown

Mac’s Backs Books

McDonald Partners, LLC
Mental lliness and Friends
Progressive Insurance
Thompson Hine

Sharon Afforde
Manuel Alvarado
Elizabeth Armstrong
Deby Auerbach-Brown
Andi Barnett

Bayless- Marr Family
Justin Beckman

Joanie Berger and Robert Nosanchuk
Pamela Bertraud and Raymond Gonzalez

Sara Kathryn Bigam

Anne Blum

Elaine Borawski

Joyce Braverman and Jim Posch
Michael Buescher and Kari Elsila
Noelle Celeste

Katherine Chapman

Katharine Clark

Michael Clark

Tamar Cloyd

Sean Cochrane

Mark Cole

Alexandra Coleman

Temma and Glenn Collins

Fiona Connor

Kathleen Contrera

Shanelle Cook

Rosemarie Costo

Alden Cowap

Anthony and Rachelle Coyne

Marjory and Carolyn Craft

Sandra Craig

Katherine Crowther

Arnold and Susan Dahm

Kevin Devine

Henry Doll

Claire Doray

Jared Drummer

Marjorie Edguer and Brian Smith

Robert and Kate Eich

Charles Ellenbogen

Cleveland.com staff

Hernan and Barbra Estrada

Tom Evans

Shayna Fabrizio

Jonathan and Rosemary Fairman

Camille and Jeff Fauser

John Fauser

Hugh and Deanna Fisher

Susan and Adam Fleischer

Frances Foltz

Char and Chuck Fowler

Jill and William Frankel

Roger and Barbara French

Judith Dyder Frumker

Mark and Kristen Gallagher

Chris Garson

Barbara Gelfand

Jonathan Glover and Nina
Domingue-Glover

James Graham

Lynn Gross

Tom Hagesfeld

William J. Hallal

Patricia and Bill Hanavan

Frances Heller

Anthony Harrison

Steve Haynie

Eric Heisig

Cara Holko

Charniece Holmes

Amy Horan

Erin Horan

Sara Horan

Ranelle L. Huber

Cindy lllig-Lum

Marc and Karen Jaffe

Carmen Jamis

Damir Janigro and Kim Conklin

Megan Jewell

Amy Johnson

Jeff and Shelley Johnson

Brittany Jones

Johanna Jones

Mark Jones and Linda Johnson

LUAnn Judis

Faye Kaplan

Judy and David Kaufman

Mireille Kious

Joseph and Geraldine Koonce

Robert and Divina Koonce

Korane-Sourini Family

Kara Krawiec

Noah Lamprecht

Maurice Landers

Cynthia Larsen and Joe Mendes

Patricia and Paul Larsen

Robert and Sue Lebby

Kevin Leeson

John and Danna Lentz

Alexander and Emily Leslie

Jessica Leslie

Timothy and Sherri Leslie

Jill Levin

Nancy Levin

Carole and Carter Lewis

Carolyn Lewis

Malia Lewis and Margot Damaser

Mary Ellen Madden

Rob and Holley Martens

Donna Marchetti

Emily Martin

Elizabeth Mazzie

Claire McBroom

Lisa McElhenny

Michael McGraw

Mark and Donna McGuire

Stacey McKinley

Marilyn McLaughlin

Suzanne D. McWhorter

Diana Medalie

Barbara and Harold Mendes

Scott and Sandi Mendes

Deena Mendlowitz

Christopher Mihos and Breanna
Lisowski

Stacy Miller and Todd Clark

William and Barbara Morgan

Nakeia Mundine

Lydia Munnell

Thomas and Linda Munnell

Leslie Myrick

Mary Nance

Caroline and Edward Oberndorf

Louisa and the Hon. Solomon
Oliver

Karstin Olofsson and Jon
Goldman

Rachel Wilkins Patel

Camille Pavlicek-Fauser

Nancy Peppler

Mark Phillips

Cicely Philpot

Deesha Philyaw

Gloria Plevin

Michael Pommeranz

Mike and Kim Porter

Patrick Porter

Paul Porter

Quentin Quereau

Sarojini and Sridhar Rao

C.A. Reed-Mundell

Bill and Jan Ressenger

Gretchen Reynolds

Timothy Richards

Martin Roberts

216-320-4757 | info@lakeerieink.org | lakeerieink.org

Mary Roberts

Michael and Jane Roberts

Rachel Roberts

Salomon Rodenzo

Susan Roebuck

Todd and Marya Rogers

Delvin Roper

Bob and Barb Rosebaum

Betsy Rosenbluth

Lisa and Todd Rosenthal

Brian Salata

Raquel Santiago

Kara and John Schellenberg

Ken Schneider and family

Micahel Schoop and Liza Manzari

Barbara and John Schubert

Dallas and Bill Schubert

Martha and Dave Schubert

Michael Seidman and Anita
Phillips

Christopher Sever

Laurel Sgan Kibel

Shirley Shatten

Jeanne Shatten and Lawrence
Oscar

Kara and John Shellenberg

Robin and Jon Siff

Bilyana Simonoski

Smith Family

Lawrence Sollisch

Chann and Ed Spellman

Joan Spoerl

Linda Springer

Steven Stone

Albert and Alice Stratton

Elizabeth Sullivan

Annette and Mark Sutherland

Deanna Tackett

Julie and Stephen Tamarkin

David Tabor and Saroya Queen-
Tabor

Kelsey Tarase

Charles Thayer Wolf

Andrew M. Trares

Lara Troyer

Thelma Tucker

Annette Tucker Sutherland and
Mark Sutherland

Douglas and Vivian Vail

Rachel Vasquez-Reina

Jack and Blanche Valancy

Jennifer Vinson

Joann and Mark Vosburgh

Karen Weaver

David Weber

David Weiss

Sally and Doug Weist

Stephen and Joan Werber

S. Cotter Williams

Sondra and Sean Williams

Rachel Wilkins

Jane Winik

Robert Witt

Susan Wolpert

Susan Wood

Susan and Ning Yao

Alice Yoder
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