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Creating New Worlds



We find our key with all of you, our supporters, friends and participants who share  
resources, passion and ideas with us. We are excited to start the next page of our story
together.

Executive Director 
Lake Erie Ink

Creating new worlds, one word at a time.
2022-2023 was a dynamic and inspiring year for us, connecting with youth who were more
than ready to share and hear stories. We popped up in new locations throughout the
community, offering opportunities for folks of all ages to create, and made new friends in
school districts and classrooms we hadn’t visited before. We added new camps to engage
with younger folks, introducing writing through play and the natural world. And, as our
partnerships expanded, the words did too. More than 5,000 Cleveland area youth wrote
with us this year, everything from puppet shows to poetry, comics to personal narratives.
Kids wrote about what a just and equitable world might look like and brainstormed ways
to make it happen. They wrote about their favorite foods, recipes for friendship, and what
key is needed to unlock barriers in front of them.

We are humbled by the wisdom and humor that we witness in our after school workshops,
summer camps, school residencies and evening sessions. Creating new worlds takes
patience, passion and a lot of creativity. The following group piece by our 2023 teen
editors group describes it best:

Your life consisted of doors that slammed,
Shut in your face, so, of course,
You traveled the world, the universe, the galaxy,
Longing for a key that would open one anyway.
Beyond the locked door, there’s a place you desire,
To some it’s a dreamland, to you- a guarantee.
Persistency, consistency,
Where did you find the key?

Amy Rosenbluth



our Mission
Lake Erie Ink: a writing space for youth

provides creative expression opportunities and
academic support for youth in the Greater

Cleveland Community.

Our Vision
We envision a community where youth
discover their voices, share ideas and

inspire each other as valued
participants.

the big number.

5,619
 In the 2022-2023 school year, Lake Erie Ink
served 5,619 students– a huge record! Your
support made this possible, and allowed us

do some pretty amazing things this year.
 Thanks for being a part of our success! 



Lake Erie Ink runs two distinct types of programming
throughout the year. Core programs are fully hosted by

LEI and often held at our space at Coventry PEACE Park.
Our school and community programs are hosted by our
partners at schools and community sites, and led by our

teaching artists.

programs

Core

24
PROGRAMS

STYLES OF CREATIVE
EXPRESSION OFFERED,

INCLUDING COMICS,
POETRY, PLAYWRITING

AND MORE!

11 37
PROGRAM
PARTNERS

69
 PROGRAMS

19
NEIGHBORHOODS

& CITIES

School and
Community

“I HAVE TAKEN 2 PROGRAMS AFTER THIS, AND BOTH HAVE BEEN A FUN EXPERIENCE! THESE PROGRAMS ARE A NICE, SAFE PLACE
WHERE I CAN LEARN MORE ABOUT WRITING CREATIVELY. I HAVE ALSO GROWN MORE COMFORTABLE IN SOCIAL SITUATIONS
BECAUSE I AM IN THESE CLASSES. I WOULD RECOMMEND THIS CLASS TO PEOPLE THAT WANT TO GROW IN CREATIVE SKILLS

AND WANT TO DIG DEEPER ON WHAT YOU CAN REALLY DO IN WRITING. MORE THAN THEY'RE USED TO, I MEAN.” 
– IZZY, COMIC JOURNALING



of students
learned

something new
about writing in
A Lake Erie Ink

Program

83%84%
of students
would come

back to
another Lake

Erie ink
program

“I WOULD RECOMMEND LAKE ERIE INK PROGRAMS TO OTHER YOUTH. . . OVER TIME I FELT THE SPARK OF
CREATIVITY THAT I LOST AND I CAN CONFIDENTLY SAY THAT THE LAKE ERIE INK PROGRAM WILL HELP WITH YOUR

CREATIVE MIND.” 
– FRED

volunteers and
Interns

contributed

32

1,676
hours



Core Programming

237
STUDENTS WERE
NEW TO LEI IN
FISCAL YEAR 23 
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“I LEARNED HOW TO USE AND EXPRESS MY VOICE.” 
– MYLES,  NORTH OLMSTED POETIC PATHWAYS



School and Community programming 
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“I LEARNED TO NOT HOLD ANYTHING BACK WITH MY WORK AND BE MORE RISKY/OPEN ABOUT IT.” 
– JOSHUA, CAL ARTWORKS



In The Dark and Light

In the dark
I see different colors, black and white

I hear loud noises, yelling
I smell fear and scariness

I taste fear and no friendship
I want to be happy and excited

I think about my family and friendship
I believe darkness can show

In the light
I see bright lights and sunshine
I hear quiet sounds, soft noises

I smell happy friendships, no problems
I taste happy/bright days

I want to stay happy and to have good days always
I think about my friends and family

I believe I can do good and not give up
And I wonder if I can make a difference

By Nylah F.

-Zora peterson

“I’ve been at Lake Erie Ink since around 3rd or 4th grade. All my
friends attended and I wanted to join them. I used to just do Ink Spot,
but that slowly evolved into the Comics N’ Zines program, and
eventually Story Games. I go to LEI at least once a week!”

“It’s [LEI] impacted me in that I’ve met so many friends. Some of the
kids who I’m in certain programs with have ended up becoming some
of my closest companions. It’s also really helped my writing style and
ability to think up cool and interesting stories!”

“ 

“ age 16



Meet the Team

Amy Rosenbluth 

Abby Star 

Cynthia Larsen

Maya watkins 

Our Board 

ALEX LESLIE
BOARD CHAIR

ANNIE ZALESKI
VICE CHAIR

KARI MIRKIN
 SECRETARY

ANDY TRARES
TREASURER

MANUEL A. ALVARADO

BEN FORMAN
BARBARA FRENCH

TRACY HILL 
DANTE MARINUCCI
CLAIRE MCBROOM 

MICHAEL SHEA
KELSEY SMITH
MARC S. WHITE

Janae Bryson

Charisse Bailey
DIRECTOR OF
PROGRAMS

EDUCATION DIRECTOR 

DEVELOPMENT
MANAGER 

PROGRAM OPERATIONS
COORDINATOR

MARKETING COORDINATOR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 



PUBLISHER ($500-$999)

STACY MILLER AND TODD CLARK
LESLIE COLEMAN
BARBARA AND ROGER FRENCH
CALVIN GRIFFITH
NANCE HIKES
PATTY AND PAUL LARSEN
BRANDI N. MCELHATTEN
DAVE TABOR & SAROYA QUEEN TABOR
JEANNE SHATTEN AND LAWRENCE OSCAR
CHANN & ED SPELLMAN
PHIL STAR AND JANE PETERSON
ANNETTE AND MARK SUTHERLAND
ROBERT & ANN WITT
 
SCRIBE ($250-$499)
BREE AND ARDEN BROOKS
ELLIE HITZROT & STUART FORMAN
BEN FORMAN
CHAR AND CHUCK FOWLER
JAMES GRAHAM
PAT AND BILL HANAVAN
STEVE HOPEWELL
ALEXANDER AND EMILY LESLIE
DANTE MARINUCCI
CLAIRE MCBROOM
ANN MILLETTE
LOUISA AND THE HON. SOLOMON OLIVER
JOHN AND BARBARA SCHUBERT
KATIE SOLENDER & WILLIE KATZIN
LISA AND TODD ROSENTHAL
KELSEY SMITH
SUMMER WATTERSON
TYLER WILLIAMS
ANNE ZALESKI

UNDERWRITER ($150-$249)
MARY ADAMS
ELIZABETH ARMSTRONG
JANET BISCOTTI
MARGOT DAMASER & MALIA LEWIS
ANNETTE AND BRETT HIMES
AMY LEWANDOWSKI
DANIEL MEDALIE AND DIANA PRUFER
ANNE MIANO
LESLIE MYRICK
JAMES AND CLAIRE ROBINSON MAY
AYELET TRAVIS
JANE WINIK

Thank you to the donors of Lake Erie Ink

FOUNDATION AND GOVERNMENT SUPPORT
AHS FOUNDATION
THE ANDREWS FOUNDATION
ANONYMOUS
BALDWIN WALLACE’S JACKET PHILANTHROPY PROGRAM
BANKS-BALDWIN FOUNDATION
EVA L. & JOSEPH M. BRUENING FOUNDATION
CALLAHAN FOUNDATION
CEDARS LEGACY FUND
CITY OF CLEVELAND HEIGHTS, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK 
GRANT PROGRAM
CLEVELAND FOUNDATION
THE CULL FAMILY FOUNDATION
CUYAHOGA ARTS & CULTURE
CYRUS EATON FOUNDATION
FAYE KAPLAN CHARITABLE FOUNDATION
THE CHAR AND CHUCK FOWLER FAMILY FOUNDATION
GANNETT FOUNDATION
GEOFFREY MICHAEL HELLER MEMORIAL FUND
THE GEORGE GUND FOUNDATION
THE HAWKINS PROJECT
MARTHA HOLDEN JENNINGS FOUNDATION
JOSEPH MENDES & MOLLIE MENDES CHARITABLE
GIVING FUND
NORD FAMILY FOUNDATION
OHIO ARTS COUNCIL
FUTURE HEIGHTS
PUFFIN FOUNDATION WEST
THE LEON AND GLORIA PLEVIN FAMILY FOUNDATION
JOYCE M. STIELAU AND HERBERT W. STIELAU
FOUNDATION
WILLIAM M. WEISS FOUNDATION
DAN AND ELLEN ZELMAN FAMILY FOUNDATION

CORPORATE SUPPORT
ANONYMOUS
BAKER & HOSTETLER LLP
COMPASS BUSINESS SERVICES
HW&CO ADVISORS
L&M LEGAL
LITERARY CLEVELAND
LOGANBERRY BOOKS
LUTHERAN METROPOLITAN MINISTRY
MAC’S BACKS BOOKS
MADE CLEVELAND
MULDOON’S SALOON & EATERY
NETWORK FOR GOOD
RUGGIERO WEALTH MANAGEMENT
SOPHIE LA GOURMANDE
TARGET CIRCLE
THE WRITING DESK, LLC

INDIVIDUAL SUPPORT
INKWELL SALON ($1000 OR MORE)
 
ASTRID MOISE & JAVIER ALVAREZ-TOSTADO
ELIZABETH BAN ROHRING
CHRISTOPHER J. GARSON
TOM HODGKISS-LILLY - REALTOR | HOWARD HANNA
HOLLEY AND ROB MARTENS
GRETCHEN REYNOLDS
DALLAS AND BILL SCHUBERT
JACK & BLANCHE VALANCY
SUSAN WOLPERT



MICHAEL BUESCHER & KARI ELSILA
NATHAN BURCH
ALICIA BURKLE
MELINDA BURT
KATHERINE CHAPMAN
EMILY CHERNEY
SOPHIA DECHURCH
BRADY DINDIA
SAMANTHA DOMINIC
LARA TROYER AND JEFFREY DYCK
BETH ELLIOTT
AMANDA FARRENHOLZ
DONNA AND RICHARD FERRIS
SETH FINCK
KETTI FINNERAN
ELIZA FORMAN
CHELSEA FREY
DAN FRIEDELL
JUDITH RYDER FRUMKER
KARSTIN OLOFSSON AND JON GOLDMAN
BENJAMIN GREENBERG
RENAUTA GRIFFIN
LOUISE HANAVAN
SARAH HATCHETT
LIZZIE HEMMIS
SCOTT HENRY
EMMA HUBBARD
MAYA HUBBARD
ADELE HYDE
JESSICA JENKINS
GILBERT JONES
NICOLE KATZ
EYAL KATZ
MAUREEN KILROY
PATRICIA KILROY
JEWEL MOULTHROP AND EVAN KOMITO
ROBIN KOSLEN
ROMAN KOWALYSKO
BRIDGET KRINER
CYNTHIA LARSEN
SUSAN LARSEN
ROBERT AND SUE LEBBY
SHERRI LESLIE
JESSICA LESLIE
JILL AND JAMES LEVIN
MICHELLE LITTLEJOHN
PAUL MADER
EVAN & TIFFANY MCBROOM
NICHOLAS MCCAUSLIN
CLARA AND JOSEPH MCHUGH
ERIC MCKEE
LEE MCKINSTRY
LYNN MCKNIGHT
KAY MCOWEN
EVE MCPHERSON
DEIDRE MCPHERSON
ELIZABETH MEUER
KATHRYN MEYER
CATHI MEZZOPERA

CHRIS MIHOS & BRENNA LISOWSKI
ELI MILLETTE
CHIQUITIA MONTGOMERY
CAROL MORTON
CAROLE OBRIEN
LIAM O'TOOLE
MIMI PLEVIN-FOUST
MICHAEL POST
DANIEL POST
QUENTIN QUEREAU
CHARLIE REED-MUNDELL
LAUREN RIZZO
JOYCE ROPER
DEBBY ROSENTHAL
KEN SAKAIE
LISA SANDS
RAQUEL SANTIAGO
KARA AND JOHN SCHELLENBERG
KRISTEN SCHMIDT
DAVE AND MARTHA SCHUBERT
TIFFANY SEDLACEK
SCOTT SHEPARD
ROBIN AND JON SIFF
BRIAN SMITH
CHRISTINE SOMOSI
JOSHUA SOWERS
JOAN SPOERL
ABBY STAR
LAURIE AND MAX STARK
TONI THAYER-HANSEN
ANDY TRARES
EMILY TRIMBLE
PHIL TRIMBLE
JACOB VAIL
JENNIFER VILLYARD
JULIE WALKER
LEILA WASHINGTON
BENJAMIN WATSON
BARBARA & RICHARD WHERLEY
RANDY WHITE
KATIE AND DUSTIN WIESER
PHYLLIS WITRIOL
SUSAN YAO

SCHOLAR ($75-$149)
BRANDON BAKER
CLAIRE BILLINGSLEY
DEBORAH BRIDWELL
TRINA BROSIUS
NOELLE CELESTE
LEE AND EMILY CHILCOTE
MARJORY AND CAROLYN CRAFT
JACQUELYN DANIEL
KRISSY DIETRICH-GALLAGHER
HANK DOLL
ROSEMARIE AND JONATHAN FAIRMAN
SPENCER GILBERT
KIRSTEN HAGESFELD
TRACY HILL
JODI HUTTON
JOHN KUDER
SONJA RAJKI AND MICHAEL LYFORD
NICOLE MADER
DONNA AND TONY MARCHETTI
SCOTT & SANDI MENDES
ALAN AND LORI MIRKIN
ANDY MIRKIN
KARI MIRKIN
KENNETH MIRKIN
MICHELLE MOEHLER
FEY PARRILL
JOSEPH D. PENTASUGLIO AND CARRIE M.
SCHNIRRING
NANCY PEPPLER
PAUL PORTER
JOYCE BRAVERMAN AND JIM POSCH
SAROJINI AND SRIDHAR RAO
BILL & JAN RESSEGER
BARB & BOB ROSENBAUM
MICHAEL SALKIND
SUE AND KEN SCHNEIDER
PATRICK AND DEBORAH SHEA
JIM AND BETH SZPAK
MELANIE TYLER
RICKI URBAN
DOUGLAS AND VIVIAN VAIL
DEBORAH VAN KLEEF
ELIZABETH AND LARRY WEISS
STEPHEN AND JOAN WERBER
CAROL WOMACK
CHRISTINE YOUNG

FREE THINKER ($5-$50)
MAZIE ADAMS
MANUEL ALVARADO
ANONYMOUS
BENNETT BALDWIN
BAYLESS-MARR FAMILY
AMANDA BELLOWS
CATIE BENZO
SAMANTHA BESAW
ASHLEY BIGLER
JULIE BISCOTTI
DAN AND MARIA BLAKEMORE
CAROLYN CACHO BOWMAN
SUSANNAH BRISKIN AND ALISSA BRANFORD
DANIEL BRUCHEZ
JENNY BRYNJARSDOTTIR



The highlight reel from our
year only begins here. See
the full story by visiting
www.lakeerieink.org

I write because....

“I LOVE TO MAKE STORIES THAT NOT ONLY INSPIRE ME BUT ALSO ONES THAT READ IT.” 

“I CAN EXPRESS MY FEELINGS WITHOUT PEOPLE TELLING ME I'M WRONG.” “I CAN CREATIVELY 

RELEASE EMOTIONS.” “IT HELPS ME CONNECT WITH MY INNER SELF.” 

“I ASPIRE TO BE GREATER THAN THE GENERATION BEFORE ME.” “IT’S FUN SEEING 

WHAT I CAN DO (SOMETIMES).” “MY VOICE DESERVES TO BE HEARD.” “I AM EXPRESSIVE AND

HAVE AMAZING OPINIONS.” “I LIKE MAKING PEOPLE LAUGH.” 

“IT DOESN'T MAKE ME FEEL LONELY EVEN WHEN I AM LONELY.”

“I FEEL LIKE SOMEONE.”  

“I WANT TO SHARE MY STORIES WITH THE WORLD!” 

“WRITING IS CALMING FOR

MY SPIRIT.”

2843 washington blvd
Cleveland heights oh 44118 Instagram: @erie.ink

Facebook: Lake Erie Ink
info@lakeerieink.org

(216) 320-4757


